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St Alban’s Catholic Primary School
	All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from academic year 2024-25. 
This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the national plan for music education: 
· timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year for key stages 1 to 3
· access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice
· a school choir or vocal ensemble
· a school ensemble, band or group
· space for rehearsals and individual practice
· a termly school performance
· opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year
The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the school with music provision. 
Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along with this text box.


Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027

	Date this summary was published
	13th October 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs Kathryn Talbot


	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Mrs Kathryn Talbot


	Name of local music hub 
	N/A

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Cambridgeshire Music Service



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Music curriculum
Music is an essential part of life; integral in the development of the whole person. We believe that the opportunity to engage in musical experiences is crucial for the development of the whole child. Learning music develops all aspects of a child’s learning. These abilities are directly transferable to other areas of the curriculum, allowing children to flourish, and will be invaluable in their future life. At our school, children have access to music through regular class lessons, worship, performance opportunities and extra opportunities such as peripatetic music lessons, orchestra, choir and wider performance opportunities with other schools and in the local community.   At St Alban’s, Music demonstrates the school drivers, Ready, Respectful, Safe. 
Through playing, singing, creating and performing, children will develop confidence, communication, thinking and creative skills and improve their emotional well-being. In addition, as these activities utilise both sides of the brain, it will foster connections which will improve memory and coordination. Children will find that music is enjoyable and relaxing and can help reduce stress. All children will be able to experience a sense of achievement and pride. It is our vision that every child adopts an understanding and love of music which they can carry with them for the rest of their lives. An appreciation of music enables children to be happy, well-adjusted and cooperative adult. 
The principal categories of the National Curriculum are taught to each Year Group. A specialist Music teacher provides 1 hour lessons to all children from Reception to Year 6.  In Key Stage 2 children have the opportunity to learn an instrument through the overture programme which in the last two years has involved all children in Year 4 learning violin with a specialist teacher.   In Year 3, all children also learn the recorder. In Years 5 and 6, children learn basic guitar chords which they use to accompany themselves singing folksongs. All year groups use unpitched classroom percussion instruments, Djembe Drums and Chime Bars (Key stage 1) and Glockenspiels (Key stage 2). Music is a foundation subject within in the National Curriculum and encompasses the following key areas which, when taken together, all contribute towards the steadily increasing development of musicianship, singing, listening, composing and performing/ Instrumental Performance 
At St Alban’s we ensure this when we: 
Perform, listen to, review and appraise music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions which reflects the diverse community in which we live. 
Learn to sing and to use voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology through Chrome Music lab, Garage Band. 
Understand and explore how music is created through the building blocks of music: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
Develop performance expertise through musical opportunities such as: end of year concerts, assembly performances, mass, collaboration with local schools, Nativity performances and class drama/musical performances throughout the year. 



[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Further musical opportunities
Alongside class music, pupils also have opportunities to make music outside of the curriculum.   This includes:
· The school choir - this runs weekly for 30 minutes before school.   
· All children are encouraged to join.   There is no cost.
· Visiting Peripatetic staff offer lessons in violin, piano (3 teachers), cello and guitar.    These lessons are paid for by parents with Pupil Premium children subsidised. 
· Children in Years 1 to 6 sing together join a weekly Hymn Practise.



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Musical Performances:
Christmas performances and ensembles to peers and local community. 
Most classes do a performance to parents/other classes once each year.
The School Choir Performs in the West Road Rotary Club each year.

The school choir has performed with Douglas Coombes in a concert with adult choirs at Homerton College.
 
Year 3 have taken part in an Evensong at St John’s College for the last 2 years.

Pupils regularly perform at concerts, assemblies, and in church. 

Key Stage 2 visits to concert halls. Last Year the children in Year 4 went to a Classical music Concert in Ely Cathedral.

The School Choir take every opportunity to sing in Masses, School Concerts, concerts that we are invited to within Cambridge.

Children in Years 1 to  Year 6 sing together in a weekly Hymn Practise run by the Music Lead.

Children in Reception and Key Stage 1 put on a Christmas Nativity Performance through Song.

Children in Year 6 are encouraged to showcase their musical talents in the Leaver's Assembly.
 



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Use this space to include any information on any improvements you plan to make for subsequent years in curriculum music, co-curricular music or musical experiences, including when you plan to introduce changes. 
Also consider including:
any information that relates to the 7 features of high-quality music provision (see the text box at the beginning of the template), such as increasing lesson time to one hour a week each term, introducing the teaching of new instruments or having a termly school performance.


Further information (optional)
	Use this space to provide any further information about your school’s music development plan, including links to your local music hub partners, other local music education organisations and contacts. 
The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school. 
Your local music hub should also have a local plan for music education in place from September 2024 that should include useful information. 
If your school is part of a multi-academy trust with a trust-wide music development plan, you may also want to include a link to any published information on this plan.
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